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New York-based Yeshrva Umvers1ty (YU) has begun servmg v

he Montreal Jewish community through its Center for the Jewrsh
uture; a mulufaceted outreach program, & -

.Using its services, students and teachers at Hebrew Academy
1ave connected with 19 other J ewish schools in North America

hrough wdeoconferencmg, and two Montreal teachers took part.

n'a conference of 120 educators in New York.

- As well, 35 Montreal rabbis under the age of 40 spent three
lays at-a retreat in Teaneck, N.J., focusing on finding a balance
setween their professional and personal lives. '

The dean of the 1':-year-old centre, Rabbi Kenneth Brander, |
vho was in Montreal recently to offer YU’ services at no charge, * | Lonely Man of Faith: The L‘y""' nd
aid that the centre wants to make an impact on Diaspora J ewry )

hrough scholarship and activism, and that it seeks to build a mu-

ually beneficial partnershrp with the Montréal community.

" The university is reaching out not only to its traditional modem

Irthodox constituency, but to the Jewish community in general

yschools; the rabbmate and Orgamzatlons in North Amenca and . | wrth oderni ty, and for ks loathing of

eyond..:

« Itis oﬂ'enng educatlonal ac’av1t1es and leadershlp development .

through the prism of Torah values”” .

- YU stidents provide practical help, such ag makmg sure there
fas aminyan in hurncane—devastated New Orleans every.week, -
nd taking part in protests against men refusmg to grant a get -

Tewish divorce) to their ex-wives.

“The centre also | gives 125 seminars a year to schools on a
anety of toprcs not all about Judarsm e

. Over 900 of YU’ almost 7,000 students are now ‘taking part
1 some kind of olf-campus outreach pro_]ect, and many of its more |

an 4 700 facultymembers are putlmg themselves at the d1spos- »

o Interest in what the centIe has to oﬁ'er has already come, from 1

" secular higher education, eammg a PhD in p; ‘osophy at‘the Um-

v "thodox rabbls and was a leader of Mlzrac .
o'l movement :

embraces modem learmng said Rabbi Brander.
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.a broad spectrum of the community, “from the Conservatlve
’ Solomon Schechter schools to the haredi schools ”hesaid. v
The centre is the i mitiative of YU’s pre51dent Rlchard Joel, who, ;
took office in 2003, the first non-rabbr or scholar in the post.
‘He chose Rabbi Brander, who w
l Raton Synagogue to Thead the centre because of | h1s leadershlp i
building the Orthodox Jewish community and 1ts mstltu’aons in
south Florida during his 14 yearsthere.:© - s 2
- He was ordained at the Rabbi Isaac Elchanan V eologlcal Sem- :
|1nary1n1986 andearherearned" BA there in comiputer sci
and mathematics. . ©" : e
: The highlight of the eVemng, presented byYU and the Mmachl :
lOrgamzatlon was the Montreal p th

' “We are not just trylng to maintain Judalsm, to tread water we
are workmg toward a robust Judalsm that e can; share with

yresident of the. Canadran Friends onU , a
usband Sam Eltes, the Fnends_’ nat1o ‘

Soloveztchzk Its dJrector/producer E 1

+ After they graduate scholarshlp Tec
'turn to their hometown r;regron and v

: bbrs for his outspokenk iew

. He championed equal Jewish educatlon for glrls, cludmg ad- l
4 vanced Torah studies for women. Rare' amonig the scions of eastern
' European rabbinical dynasttes of his gene

‘versity of Berlin. - . -
Rabbi Soloveltchlk embraced Zlomsm earher than many 0r-

- He was assocrated WlthYU for 44 years, »
2,000 tabbis: A brilliant Talmudist and an electnfymg teacher; he
also had decency and kindness; and was much beloved. The film
concludes thathelefta comphcated legacy and there is shll debate :
‘over what he stood for.. - . :
: Rabbi Brander, who asa student served as‘an a551stant to Rabbl.
Solevertchlk, said the miission of the Centet for the Jewish Future .
' /i3 in keeping with his mentor’s philosophy: “that Torah can shape
the soclety around us; that hvmg accordlng to Torah is pot a Robin- .
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